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Platinum
Makes
Perfect

Boldly marking their place at the forefront
of municipalities adopting a sustainable
agenda, in 2007 Highland Beach
constructed a Town Hall that
demonstrates exceptional energy
efficiency, water conservation, restoration
of native habitat, and commitment to
occupancy health and well-being. The
facility attained USGBC LEED Platinum
certification with superior insulation for
the building envelop, a high performance
HVAC system, energy efficient and water
conserving mechanical systems, and on-
site, on-the-grid energy production. On
hand for the Town Hall Platinum Award
Ceremony were former Mayor Ray
Langston, Mayor Bill Sanders, Former
Mayor Crystal Chissell, and Former
Governor Parris Glendening.

Powering the Future

Changed So
Little, Yet
So Much

An August 7, 2003 Washington Post article
stated, “That Highland Beach has changed
so little is, in many ways, what makes this
community distinctive. Elsewhere around
the bay, neighborhoods that started as
summer resort communities have
succumbed to the pressures of development
and individuals' desires to own a slice of the
beach for themselves. As a result, most the
waterfront on the Chesapeake has
disappeared from the public realm, piece by
piece.” The Town Hall project represents
the leading edge of building green and of
demonstrating land management that
protects the Bay, and serves as a model on
how to mitigate the potential adverse effects
of such growth, with local government in
the lead. Highland Beach is a model for any
municipality that seeks to reduce their
carbon footprint and make their community
more resilient for current and future
generations.




